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Policy Academy Curriculum
Confronting the Crisis: Border and Immigration

In this Independent Women Policy Academy lesson, you'll
learn about how America values immigrants and has long
been one of the world’'s most welcoming countries for
immigration.

But America is also a country that depends on the rule
of law, and it is vital that immigration take place in a
lawful and orderly manner, welcoming immigrants who
come with the aim of upholding America’s system of
government and basic principles of liberty and law.

Review the following course materials:

Update on the Trump Administration’s Actions

The End of Title 42 and the Border Crisis

The Toll of Immigration on Migrants
and Hispanic Americans

Addressing America’s Immigration Challenges
The Laken Riley Act of 2025
The Balance of Welcome

Two Truths and a Lie: Immigration




Update on the Trump Administration’s
Actions

In 2025, President Donald Trump’s second term has seen
a significant focus on border security, with a series of
executive actions aimed at curbing illegal immigration
along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Declaration of National Emergency: On Day 1, Trump
declared a national emergency at the southern border,
framing illegal immigration as an “invasion” under
Article 1V, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution. This justified
sweeping measures to halt illegal entries and initiate
mass deportations.

Suspension of Undocumented Migrant Entry:

An executive order suspended the entry of all
undocumented migrants, instructing Border Patrol to
summarily deport those crossing unlawfully without
asylum hearings, effectively ending asylum protections
at the border.

Termination of Biden-Era Policies:

e CBP One App Shutdown: The app., which allowed
migrants to schedule asylum appointments, was
disabled on January 20, canceling thousands of
pending appointments. Over 936,500 asylum
seekers had used it in two years.



e End of Catch-and-Release: Trump ended the
practice of releasing apprehended migrants into
the U.S., mandating detention until deportation.

e Cancellation of Parole Programs: Programs like
the one for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and
Venezuelans, which allowed 531,690 entries since
2022, were terminated.

Reinstatement of “Remain in Mexico”: The Migrant
Protection Protocols (MPP) were resumed, requiring non-
Mexican asylum seekers to wait in Mexico during U.S.
immigration proceedings. Mexico agreed to accept these
migrants for “humanitarian” reasons.

Border Wall Construction and Military Deployment:
e The Departments of Defense (DoD) and
Homeland Security (DHS) were directed to
construct physical barriers to achieve “complete
operational control.”

e 1,500 active-duty troops (1,000 Army, 500
Marines) were deployed to the border, with plans
for up to 10,000. Troops are tasked with building
barriers and operating deportation flights.

e A 700-mile stretch of federal land from New Mexico
to California was designated a military installation,
allowing troops to detain migrants using armored
Stryker vehicles with infrared cameras.

Expansion of Deportation and Detention:

e Expedited removal was expanded nationwide,
allowing DHS to deport noncitizens unable to
prove two years of U.S. presence without judicial
review.

e ICE’'s detention capacity is set to double with four
new 10,000-bed facilities and 14 smaller sites.
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e Over 151,000 illegal aliens were arrested, and
135,000 deported in the first 100 days, including
600 Tren de Aragua and thousands of MS-13
gang members.

e Military aircraft facilitated deportations, with over
1,000 removals on January 23, 2025, and 5,000
planned from San Diego and El Paso.

Cooperation with State and Local Law Enforcement:
e Agreements under section 287(g) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act were expanded,
allowing state and local police to perform
immigration enforcement duties. A 317% increase
in federal/state partnerships was reported.

e ‘"Homeland Security Task Forces” were created to
manage interior deportations across all 50 states.

Prosecution of lllegal Crossings: The DOJ and DHS
were directed to prioritize prosecuting unlawful entry
(misdemeanor) and re-entry (felony), including human
smuggling and trafficking offenses.

Designation of Cartels as Terrorist Organizations: Drug
cartels like Tren de Aragua, MS-13, and Sinaloa were
classified as foreign terrorist organizations, increasing
penalties for fentanyl trafficking.

Laken Riley Act: Signed into law, this requires the
detention of illegal immigrants arrested for theft or
violence, honoring a Georgia student killed by an illegal
migrant. Read HERE about our support.

Suspension of Refugee Resettlement: The program
allowing persecuted individuals to seek refuge from
abroad was indefinitely suspended.


https://www.iwf.org/2025/01/22/independent-women-commends-congress-for-passing-the-laken-riley-act/

International Cooperation: Agreements were pursued
to facilitate deportations, though tensions arose with
Colombia, which initially barred U.S. deportation flights
but later relented under tariff threats.

Security

Independent Women
Commends Congress
For Passing The Laken

Riley Act

“Our nation will no longer stand idly by while innocent
lives are lost,” said Meaghan Mobbs, director of the
Center for American Safety and Security at
Independent Women

Press Team | January 22, 2025



https://www.iwf.org/2025/01/22/independent-women-commends-congress-for-passing-the-laken-riley-act/

The End of Title 42 and the Future of the
Border Battle

In this video, Anna Giaritelli of the Washington Examiner
joins the SheThinks Podcast to discuss the end of

Title 42—the statute put in place during the COVID-19
pandemic that allowed border agents to quickly return
migrants over the southern border—and what it means
for us today. She discusses the latest border data, the
reaction from governors and Members of Congress,

and the policies that can protect our borders, offer
opportunity, reward hard work and merit, and honor the
rule of law. Click HERE to watch.

Anna Giaritelli



https://www.iwf.org/2023/06/02/anna-giaritelli-the-end-of-title-42/
https://www.iwf.org/2023/06/02/anna-giaritelli-the-end-of-title-42/

The Toll of Immigration on Migrants
and Hispanic Americans

Poor immigration policy doesn’t just impact Americans—it

often places in peril those who are attempting to migrate.

It is not compassionate to advocate for open borders or lax
immigration standards, it is cruel. Moreover, it gives human
traffickers opportunities to prey on women and children.

e Click HERE to read IWF Junior Fellow Noelle
Fitchett's blog about the crisis at the border. It is
jam-packed with data underscoring the fact that
only 3 in 10 people approve of the government'’s
handling of the southern border.

e Also, click HERE to read IWF's statement on the
end of Title 42 under the current administration.

Immigration

The Toll Of Illegal Immigration
On Migrants And Hispanic Americans

Noelle Fitchett | June 21,2023



https://www.iwf.org/2023/06/21/the-toll-of-illegal-immigration-on-migrants-and-hispanic-americans/
https://www.iwf.org/2023/05/11/the-end-of-title-42-is-a-national-security-crisis-human-rights-catastrophe/
https://www.iwf.org/2023/06/21/the-toll-of-illegal-immigration-on-migrants-and-hispanic-americans/

Addressing America’s Immigration
Challenges

Immigrants contribute to the diversity of the U.S. culture
as well as to the strength of our economy. America is
such a desirable place to live that millions of people
would immigrate to America if they were allowed to do
so. Given that we cannot allow everyone who wants to be an
American to gain citizenship, how many people do we allow
and how do we prioritize them? Before we can even begin
to answer that question, we must first secure the border.

e Click HERE to read the policy focus that explores
how we must be both pro-border security and
pro-immigration.

e Click HERE to read the policy focus tthat explores
how we can best balance the promise of freedom
for immigrants with legitimate concerns about
national security, the labor market, cultural
assimilation, public health, taxes, and public safety.

Immigration

Policy Focus: Security
Is Pro-Immigration
And Pro-Security

Meaghan Mobbs | Download the Policy Focus PDF | July 3,2024



http://pdf.iwf.org/Addressing_Immigration_Challenges.pdf
https://www.iwf.org/2019/08/13/policy-focus-addressing-americas-immigration-challenges/
https://www.iwf.org/2024/07/03/policy-focus-security-is-pro-immigration-and-pro-security/
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The Laken Riley Act

Independent Women's Voice supported the passage

of the Laken Riley Act, which passed in both chambers
of Congress earlier this year. H.R. 29 proposed

critical reforms that would enhance the safety of our
communities by prioritizing the enforcement of existing
immigration laws, closing loopholes, and ensuring that
individuals who pose a threat to American citizens are
prevented from entering or remaining in the United
States. It was enacted into law by President Trump on 29
January 2025.

e Click HERE to read our letter of support.
e And click on HERE to read the legislative text.

Independent:
Women'sVoice

IWV Supports The Laken Riley Act (H.R. 29)
January 7,2025
Dear Members of Congress,
On behalf of Independent Women'’s Voice, which fights to enhance people’s
freedom, opportunities and well-being, | strongly endorse the Laken Riley Act
(H.R. 29), introduced by Representative Mike Collins to honor Laken Riley, a

young woman whose life was tragically cut short due to the heinous actions
of an illegal migrant.

This legislation addresses a pressing national security and public safety
concern by ensuring that we prioritize the protection of American citizens.
The heartbreaking loss of Laken Riley is not just a personal tragedy but also a
glaring reminder of the consequences of failing to secure our borders and
enforce immigration laws. Her tragic death demonstrates the need for
substantive change to protect other families from enduring such
unimaginable pain.
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https://www.iwv.org/2023/05/iwv-supports-the-secure-the-border-act-of-2023/
https://www.speaker.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/BorderSec_Imm_FA_xml.pdf
https://www.iwv.org/2025/01/iwv-supports-the-laken-riley-act/
https://www.iwv.org/2025/01/iwv-supports-the-laken-riley-act/
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The Balance of Welcome: The Challenge
of the U.S. Southern Border

America has always been a beacon of hope and opportunity
for those seeking a new life. Our country is built on the
foundations of immigration, where people from all over the
world have come to forge a new beginning. We are a nation
that values immigrants, and this welcoming attitude has
long been one of our defining features.

However, there is a critical balance to be maintained
between our open arms and the rule of law. Click HERE
to read the blog.

Immigration

The Balance Of Welcome: The
Challenge Of The U.S. Southern Border

Meaghan Mobbs | August 3, 2023
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https://www.iwf.org/2023/08/03/the-balance-of-welcome-the-challenge-of-the-u-s-southern-border/
https://www.iwf.org/2023/08/03/the-balance-of-welcome-the-challenge-of-the-u-s-southern-border/

Two Truths and a Lie: Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

Everyone loves the party game “Two Truths and a Lie.”
With immigration as a top concern for most Americans,
one of the most debated policies is the Deferred

Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), a United States
immigration policy established under President Obama.
Can you guess which of the following three statements
about DACA is false?

A. The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
is clearly constitutionally and statutorily derived.

B. DACA enrollees are often referred to as “Dreamers.”

C. Migrants crossing the southern border are asylees
and should be allowed to stay.

Try to answer before you click HERE to read the blog.

two

TRUTHS

i
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https://www.iwf.org/2024/12/17/two-truths-and-a-lie-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca/
https://www.iwf.org/2024/12/17/two-truths-and-a-lie-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca/

Optional Additional Resources

Now that you've done the work, click HERE to take the
quizzes to test your knowledge and see if you're an
expert on this issue.

Check out this How to Talk About: Immigration guide
from Independent Women's Voice, where you'll find fast
facts and common misperceptions about immigration.

Follow these accounts on Twitter:

o @IWF e @Mobbs_Mentality
NI/
Je @IWV e @Anna_Giaritelli
e @IWN
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https://immigrationquestions.com/
https://www.iwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/IWV_HowToTalkAbout_Immigration.pdf
https://twitter.com/iwf
http://twitter.com/Mobbs_Mentality
https://twitter.com/iwv
http://twitter.com/Anna_Giaritelli
https://twitter.com/iwn
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Your membership investment in Independent Women's
Network supports Independent Women's policy work,
awareness advocacy efforts, and events like these.

[ INVEST TODAY! ]

Interested in Starting a Chapter

in Your Community?
We are looking for women who are passionate about
improving their communities by advancing policies to
create a better future. If that sounds like you, email us at
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to get started.
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[ START A CHAPTER }



https://iwnetwork.com/plans/member/
mailto:chapters%40iwnetwork.com?subject=
https://iwnetwork.com/chapters/
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